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We are kicking off two awareness campaigns for Make-A-Wish this
month. I’m thrilled to announce the new WishBone, a radiothon being
hosted by 107.7 The Bone! The station’s disc jockeys will be up on
a roof adjacent to the Grand Hyatt directly on Union Square during their
live broadcast, starting November 11, and will remain there until the
goal of $500,000 is reached! The Bone is the 4th largest media market
in the country…and boasts one of the biggest radio audiences. We
are planning a number of fun activities to happen during the radiothon,
including visits from celebrities, sports figures, chefs, and many other
friends of our chapter who have helped us make wishes so special. Plus,
you’ll also be hearing about many wishes from the wish kids themselves.
Want to help? We are looking for volunteers to answer the phones – you
don’t know who you might meet while your there. If you can’t volunteer,
be sure to listen and call in. We look forward to hearing from you during
the WishBone!
From November 15 – January 2, we will participate in the nationwide
Season of Wishes campaign, which will include many local holiday
events focusing on wishes. Look at our website www.SFWish.org for all
the ways you can join in the fun, and be sure to go to www.facebook.
com/SFWish to upload your holiday stories and photos, showing how you
are participating in Season of Wishes. One major event during Season
of Wishes is Macy’s Believe campaign during which children are
encouraged to drop their letters to Santa in an official Believe mailbox.
One dollar will be donated by Macy’s for each letter written, up to
$1 million! Isn’t this a great time of year?
We grant the wishes of children with life-threatening medical
conditions to enrich the human experience with
hope, strength and joy.
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A wish to be an SF
Giant, to go to London,
to have a tree house, to
meet Jack Johnson

Calendar Highlights
Gingerbread Wishes 		
Bay Area
November 1-30
The Lark Creek® Restaurant Group restaurants will once again offer a star-shaped,
fresh-baked and iced gingerbread cookie on their dessert menu for just $10, with
all proceeds being donated to Make-A-Wish. www.larkcreek.com
WishBone Radiothon			
Bay Area
starting November 11
Listen to 107.7 The Bone for a Make-A-Wish extravaganza – wish stories,
interviews with celebrities and surprise guest challenges. Be sure to call in and do
your part to help make wishes come true.
Season of Wishes			
November 15 – January 2
Join us as we celebrate 45 wishes in 45 days this holiday season.

Bay Area

Wine and Wishes		
San Francisco
February 5, 2011
It’s not too early to buy your tickets for the Bay Area’s best epicurean adventure.
Don’t miss your opportunity to taste the best of the Bay Area’s restaurants and
wineries. www.SFWish.org/wineandwishes.

Wish Facts
Fall 2010

Wishes by Age
2 ½-5		
6-9		
10-12		
13-15		
16-19		

22%
27%
16%
20%
15%

Wishes by Region
East Bay 		
San Francisco
North Bay 		
Monterey		
South Bay		

32%
31%
16%
12%
9%

		

Wishes by Hospital

Lucile Packard
UCSF Children’s
Children’s Oakland

51%
25%
24%

Wish Report
One of the most amazing things we find here at
Make-A-Wish is the enthusiasm and generosity of
total strangers who become involved in the wishes we
grant. We are often overwhelmed by the goodness of
people who step forward to assist in granting wishes.
For example, when eight-year-old Kassaundra wished
to be a famous singer and the word went out that
we were looking for “fans” to attend her premiere,
over 400 people showed up outside the Grand Hyatt
with signs, flowers and well wishes for Kassaundra
as she emerged from her limousine. Another
wish, highlighted in this issue, is Brian’s wish for a
treehouse, which exceeded our expectations because
of the generosity of twelve Bay Area companies who
donated products and/or services to complete the
project. Whether it’s a car refurbishment, bedroom
makeover, shopping spree, healing garden, art studio,
party wish or any number of other types of wishes,
we are always impressed and truly grateful when the
community comes together to make a child’s wish
come true.

Michael, age 7

Dublin

I wish to be an SF Giant…

I wish to be

When Michael heard
that his wish would be
granted, he was on the
waiting list for both a
liver and heart transplant.
Despite the gravity of his
medical condition, he
had a lot of energy, with
a love of dancing and
singing opera. When
thinking about his wish,
he said that because he
lives with all women, he
wanted his wish to be a
“guy thing”—he wanted to be a baseball player with the San
Francisco Giants. Although he had never been to a game,
he was a huge Giants fan. On the day of his wish, Michael
was welcomed as an Honorary San Francisco Giant at AT&T
Park by former SF Giant Rich Aurilia who greeted Michael
and served as his official escort for the evening. Aurilia gave
Michael a personal tour and took him on the practice field for a
chance to meet some of the players, including his favorite, Brian
Wilson. Michael had a great time. “You could see the awe on
his face,” said his mother.
Exactly one week after his wish was granted, Michael’s family
got the news that both a heart and liver had been found for
Michael. He underwent surgery immediately, and is recovering
nicely. With his energy and spirit, Michael may yet one day
become an SF Giant.
You can help fund Michael’s wish through our Adopt-A-Wish®
program.

Abigail, age 13				 Petaluma

I wish to go

I wish to go to London…

Abigail is the youngest in a loving family of ten children. Two
of her sisters live in London, and one of them traveled to the
Bay Area to donate her kidney when it was discovered that
Abigail needed a kidney transplant. After her recovery and
thinking about what her wish would be, Abigail decided she
wanted a family reunion. Most especially she wanted to visit
her sister Sarah, the donor of her kidney.
Make-A-Wish was able to fund a trip to England for Abigail’s
mother, father and two teen-age sisters, who were still living
at home. Other older members of the family joined Abigail
in London for a big, happy family get-together. They were
able to see many of the sites of London and travel around the
country participating in a number of family activities. Abigail
was able to turn her one wish into a memorable adventure
her whole family could enjoy.
You can help fund Abigail’s wish through our Adopt-A-Wish®
program.

Nolan, age 15		

Danville

I wish to meet Jack Johnson…
It wasn’t until Nolan, who loves
to play basketball and rugby,
turned 14 that anyone knew he
had cardiomyopathy, a disease
of the heart muscle. Fortunately,
shortly after he was diagnosed,
he received heart transplant,
which put him on the long road to
recovery. When meeting with his
wish grantors after the transplant,
Nolan found it hard to think of
a wish for himself. When he
did finally decide upon his wish,
it turned out to be the perfect
choice.
Nolan and his family traveled to Hawaii to meet Jack Johnson at his
Kokua Festival. Before taking the stage that night, Johnson greeted
Nolan like an old friend,
and the two of them settled
down with their guitars to
share some music. Johnson
sang his song “Upside
Down,” while Nolan played
along on his guitar. After
some time to chat, Nolan
returned to his VIP seat to
enjoy the concert. At the
end of the day Nolan said, “This was the best day of my life.”
You can help fund Nolan’s wish through our Adopt-A-Wish®
program.

I wish to meet

Brian, age 13

Los Altos

I wish to have a tree house…

I wish to have

Brian has three
sisters and two
brothers. So, his
wish was to have
his very own tree
house, a perfect
place for him
to read and just
get away from
it all. When
Brian found out
his wish would
be granted, he
started going
through books to
find treehouses with designs he liked. Brian was very fortunate
when the Make-A-Wish staff found a person who is passionate
about building tree houses and was willing to work with Brian to
design a tree house to meet all his specifications.
John Lionheart of Fine Treehouse Building was the perfect choice
to help fulfill Brian’s wish. John arranged for donated materials
from 11 different businesses, as well as donating all his time and
materials to make Brian’s wish come true. In fact, John let Brian
design the window wall for the treehouse. After John customframed an assortment of glass pieces, Brian put them into various
arrangements until he came up with a great pattern. According
to John, “It’s really a spectacularly designed space. I think Brian
has great potential as a designer or architect if might choose to
do so.”
You can help fund Brian’s wish through our Adopt-A-Wish®
program.

A Memorable
Holiday Gift
Are you buying gifts for your clients this upcoming winter holiday? Are you
stuck on what to give your friends and relatives? This year Make-A-Wish is
offering a unique and meaningful opportunity that will impact the lives of
your gift recipients and the lives of our wish children. In lieu of gifts, why not
make a holiday donation to the Make-A-Wish Foundation and let us tell your
friends/office workers/family members or clients about your gesture.
We’ll create a beautiful note to send to your gift recipients announcing
your support of an actual wish. In the letter we’ll explain that you have
made a donation in their honor to help grant the wish of a child with a lifethreatening medical condition. We’ll include a photo of a wish child and a
brief description of the wish that was funded in-part through the donation.
For more information, please contact our Development Department at (415)
982-9474 or info@SFWish.org.

Inside Make-A-Wish
We are pleased to welcome eight new members to the Board of Directors
this year:
Toni Brayer, MD, VP & West Bay Regional Chief Medical Officer, Sutter Health
Mark Danon, News Anchor, KRON 4
Gary Elliott, Vice President, Corporate Marketing, Hewlett Packard
Don Emmons, Business Leader (retired)
Laurie Giammona, Regional Vice President of Customer Care for Comcast California
Allison Kosta, Civic Leader
Amy Millman, Regional President, BNY Mellon Wealth Management
Irfan Saif, Principal, Deloitte & Touche LLP
New members of our Young Professional Advisory Council are:
Lauren Hirschfield, Strategic Director, Redscout
Jessica Hoy, Financial Analyst, Life Technologies
Jackie Koenen, Senior Producer, R/GA Media Group
Eric Milburn, Demand Analyst, Levi Strauss & Co.
Heather Murtagh, Reporter, San Mateo Daily Journal
Melissa Pappageorgas, Director of Events, The Living Breath Foundation
Marissa Parry, Asst Athletic Dir, Events & Facilities, Cal State East Bay
Jayne Pimentel, Media Planner, Razorfish
Carissa Remitz, Executive Director, Wagstaff Worldwide
Naj Srinivas, Innovation Analyst, Fisher Investments
Alexis Walsh, Research Analyst, Colliers International

please join us
November 15 - January 2
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